
WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
(WFPC)




Chairman David Curtis
MEETING 13N
Thurs 28th NOVEMBER 2013
MINUTES 13N
F.
OPEN FORUM 

F.1
SC Cllr Steve Charmley reported on: the latest LJC-7 Meeting on Wed 13 Nov'13 in West Felton Village Hall when the Willows new car park scheme received £12k funding from LJC community grants.  NOTED 
F.2
Three parishioners made strong objections to the proposed new wind turbine at Wigmarsh: see 4.1 below ↓ 
1.
ATTENDANCE   at WFPC Routine Meeting 13N held at 7.30pm in West Felton Methodist Church Hall: 
1.1
Present   9 Parish Cllrs:  Chair David Curtis,  Vice Chair Chris Jones,  Ed Nicholas,  Carole Coles,  

Roger Hampson,  Steve Haworth,  Marian Hesketh,  Rob Meacham,  Andrew Stones.   NOTED 

Plus SC Cllr Steve Charmley.   Plus Ian Hutchinson Parish Clerk.  Plus three parishioners.   NOTED 
1.2
Apologies from    Dianne Barnes and Kay Kynaston were received and ACCEPTED. 
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   Meeting 13N on Thu 28 Nov 2013   NONE were received.  NOTED 
3.
PREVIOUS MEETING 13O   held on Thu 24 Oct 2013   previous minutes and ongoing items as follows: 

3.1
Minutes 13O   The Chair signed the minutes of the last meeting as a true and accurate record:  APPROVED 
Note:
13O-6.7:  Cllr Steve Haworth reported that progress was being made on our Place Plan Review:  see 6.2 ↓ 

4.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS  Clerk to email these three WFPC comments to SC Planners tomorrow: 
4.1
Wigmarsh Poultry Farm  Wind Turbine 13/04250  in Ruyton XI Towns Parish  West Felton opinions: 

Although the proposed new wind turbine at Wigmarsh Poultry Farm is in  Ruyton XI Towns Parish the Ruyton XI Towns Parish Council has invited West Felton Parish Council to comment on this application since it affects a significant number of West Felton parishioners who live in close proximity to the proposed site.  Note:  the Ruyton XI Towns Parish Council OBJECTS to this plan. 
►    West Felton Parish Council also STRONGLY OBJECTS to this plan for the following reasons:  AGREED 
1)  Our main objection is the overpowering visual impact this turbine would have on the surrounding landscape especially since it would be viewed directly across from the higher ground at Tedsmore and this impact cannot be mitigated by sufficient screening so it will inevitably have a severe detrimental effect on the visual amenities in the area because its unnatural alien form will not be in any way in keeping with any of its surroundings when viewed from any direction as a feature of the surrounding landscape.   2)  The application form was flawed and incomplete and one major flaw is that there is a Public Bridleway just 60m from the proposed site which is not even mentioned in the application and no consideration of it is given by any environmental impact report.   3)  Contrary to the statement given by Ruyton XI Towns there are far more than five residential properties within one mile of the proposed site and many of those houses are in West Felton Parish. These include several raised properties on the higher ground at Tedsmore, well within one kilometre of the site, which because they are on higher ground have a view directly towards the site, thus making its potential visual impact much greater than it would be from ground level. Amongst these neighbouring properties there is a professional racing stable establishment where highly strung horses are stabled and exercised, with access to the stables immediately in view of the proposed site. Their exercise regime involves frequent use of the narrow local roads and bridleways,  including the one just 60m away from the site.   4)  The local bridleways including the one just 60m away from the site are also regularly used by people walking alone or with pets and by riders from at least two other nearby stables, in addition to the racing stable.  Thus the concerns about light-flicker, shadow and strobe effects, which could easily startle a horse and cause a fatal accident to a horse and/or its rider are very real health and safety issues.  5)  On another health and safety issue any "fall-over" of the turbine could have fatal consequences for people, properties, vehicles on the nearby public road and public rights of way.  6)  West Felton Parish Council asks for wind speed data to be produced to show the turbine is viable and an environmental impact study to show that the natural local environment will not be adversely affected.   7)  West Felton Parish Council also asks for a "dummy turbine" to be placed on site e.g. a tethered balloon to show local people what the visual impact would be.  8)  Authoritative experts doubt the actual energy efficiency of wind turbines such as this one.   9)  The noise levels will make an unacceptable adverse impact on the surrounding environment.   10)  The site access during construction would be along narrow winding country lanes with numerous blind corners making transport of such heavy long loads hazardous and impractical with potential serious damage to the local road system. 

4.2
Beech Villa  West Felton  13/04492/FUL  Osseltons   new two storey rear extension:  


WFPC FULLY SUPPORTS this application since it is a sensible and well designed plan which is not intrusive upon neighbours and it does not detract from the surrounding location.  AGREED unanimously 
4.3
Wind Turbine  Abbotsmoor Farm  13/04649/VAR  Suckleys  amend to 54m rotor ??  WFPC comment: 

WFPC STRONGLY OBJECTS  to increasing the size of this rotor for the following reasons:   AGREED 
     1)
The visual impact of a larger rotor will be totally unacceptable and highly intrusive on the local landscape. 
     2)
The larger blades will significantly increase the noise and there are several houses within 1 km of the site.

     3)
The site is close to the leisure amenities and businesses on the nearby airfield. 
     4)
The site is also close to the nearby canal which is a developing site for pleasure boats and tourism which would be adversely affected. 
      5)
There is a public footpath near to the site and the site access is via narrow winding country lanes. 
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5.
PARISH MATTERS 

5.1
Possible Project:  a) SC play area at Alma Close   or  b) WFPC recreational improvements elsewhere: 

Cllr Rob Meacham will now seek opinions from the Alma Close residents:  DEFERRED to Meeting 13D.  

5.2
Proposed New War Memorial Slate Plaque   to fix over existing memorial:  consider the £240 quotation: 

Clerk to prepare a £240 cheque to Hughes and Jones Ltd to present to Meeting 13D  AGREED unanimously 

5.3
New Signs for Play Areas  Progress reports from Clerk+Cllr Steve Haworth:  SC's NO DOGS signs have been posted at the kissing gate and approaches to the playing field and the Clerk's own laminated sign with his contact details and another NO DOGS notice has been Put on the telegraph pole.  NOTED:  ONGOING 
5.4
State of the Road across Rednal Airfield and tractor damage to roadside verges: complaints from residents: 

     a.
Various reports were given by Cllr Marian Hesketh, Cllr Steve Haworth and Cllr Roger Hampson.  NOTED 
     b.
In view of the continuing local concerns the Clerk will email Caroline Beasley requesting a private informal discussion between Suckleys and Parish Councillors one evening in early December 2013:   APPROVED 
6.
ADMINISTRATION 

6.1
Finance  Cashbook-14 line 15 & Bank Statement 233 at 1 Nov'13  =  £17,349.96    VERIFIED by members.  

6.2
Annual Place Plan Review Return-14  to be completed by 31 Jan'14: pre-signed by Chair+SC Councillor. 


Cllr Steve Haworth handed the Clerk an initial list of 38 items he had taken from the Oswestry Place Plan 2013-14 in preparation for the completion of WFPC's return form to SC by 31 Jan'14:  DEFERRED to 13D 
7.
ACCOUNTS   Meeting 13N   Date: Thu 28 Nov 2013      Reserve Account: +£20,000.00
Year-14 


The following three accounts were PAID at this meeting:   APPROVED unanimously nem con.  
	Min
	Chq
	DATED
	Minute
	PAYEE/PAYER                 ITEM DESCRIPTION
	CATEGORY
	£ CREDITS
	£ DEBITS
	BALANCE

	7.1
	290
	28.11.13
	13N-7.1
	Ian Hutchinson refund:  C Warner members' course
	Course-14a
	
	80.00
	17149.96

	7.2
	291
	28.11.13
	13N-7.2
	Shropshire Council new litter bin at far end of field 
	ASSETS-14b
	
	360.00
	16789.96

	7.3
	292
	28.11.13
	13N-7.3
	SALC two places+lunches at the SALC AGM 2103 
	SUBS-14b
	
	40.00
	16749.96


8.
EXTERNAL ITEMS  including routine mail and any other general information from outside the parish. 

8.1
Amey A5 Clearway Order  Weirbrook to Wolfshead:  no change on the ground:  NO ACTION NEEDED 
9.
EXTRA INFORMATION      was discussed at the Chairman's discretion and NOTED but not resolved: 
9.1
Any Late Correspondence   not on this agenda:  plus any other late items of information from the Clerk. 

     a.
SC Briefing Note  on the revised SC planning committee procedures and delegated decisions:  NOTED 
     b.
Cllr Dianne Barnes email re: the black bin bags being dumped down Fox Lane: the Clerk will investigate. 

     c.
The Clerk read out Dianne's other email in total support of Ian's continued appointment as WFPC Clerk.  

9.2
Any Other Parish Reports  plus comments and queries from Councillors going in turn around the room. 
     a.
Cllr Steve Haworth will email details about the ABP abattoir for the Clerk to pursue:  DEFERRED to 13D 

     b.
Cllr Steve Haworth said Carole Warner can offer more Cllr Training in the new year:  DEFERRED to 13D 

     c.
Cllr Andrew Stones asked for the ONGOING item about speeding in the village to be put on Agenda 13D. 

     d.
Cllr Rob Meacham reported residents' concerns about the travellers' horses on the field by Twyford Lane. 

     e.
The Chairman reported on the SALC AGM he attended with Cllr Haworth:  WFPC's motion was defeated. 
     f.
The Chairman also reported on LJC-7 Meeting on 13 Nov'13 in West Felton Village Hall:  see F.1 above ↑ 
10.
NEXT MEETING 13D   to be held on Thurs 12th December 2013 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall. 

Note:
The Chair asked if anyone wanted to move Meeting 13D to Thur 19 Dec'13 but the Clerk advised against it. 


PUBLIC PART OF MEETING 13N  CLOSED  at 9.30 pm    Duration:  2 hours.  NOTED 
11.
CLOSED SESSION  Press and public were excluded: Local Government Act 1972  Schedule 12A (1) 

11.2
Confidential Legal Item  to consider improved security measures for Parish Council assets at risk: the Clerk will investigate possible options and costs then report back to some future meeting.  ONGOING 
Note:
The Clerk left the meeting at this point to allow unfettered discussion of his offer of continued service: 

11.1.
Confidential Staffing Item  to consider West Felton Parish Council's future clerking arrangements: 

     a.
Ian Hutchinson will continue as WFPC Clerk but as from Tues 1 Oct'13 he will be responsible for the full range of WFPC duties and functions including his previous six exempted duties: see Pay-14 and Duties-14. 

     b.
Providing it is found to be lawful Ian will be upgraded from temporary acting Clerk to WFPC permanent Parish Clerk as from Tues 1 Oct 2013 under Contract-14 yet to be finalized:   RESOLVED unanimously. 
     c.
The two absent members could not vote but they have both indicated their full support for this resolution; and Ian has verbally accepted this offer subject to successful negotiation of his new Contract-14.  NOTED 



CHAIRMAN'S SIGNATURE:  _______________________________________________________



Chairman's Signature   Dated: 12 Dec'13 

Ian Hutchinson  West Felton Parish Clerk  Tel: 01743 850504   iahutchinson@btinternet.com 
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